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; Corporation of the Governor and _ 
Company of Undertakers for — 

Kaiſing the Thames Water in | 

York Buildings, and their 

Creators and Devtors 5 reſpec- 

Bt as = 


o 


. many Diſputes and Law Suits 
have arifen, and are like to continue, 
between the Corporation of the Goyernor | - i 
and Company of Undertakers for raiſing 
the Thames Water in York Buildings, and 
their Creditors and Debtors ; and there 
are ſundry open Accounts and 'Demands 
now depending and unbalanced between 
il Toe Wy the ſaid Governor and Company, in their 
Corporate TA and ſeveral Perſons who have been in- 
truſted with the Management of the ſaid Company's Affairs, or 
with the receiving the Rents of the ſaid Company's Eſtates, 
and ſundry other Perſons, who are reſpectively Debtors, or ac- | 
countable to the faid Company; but by reaſon of the great " 
Neglect, Omiſſions and Irregularities in the keeping the Ac- 4." 
counts of the {aid r the ſame cannot be Stated or 


Acertnined. 1 | | 


Ann whereas, the ſaid . have already ſuffered % = 
great Loſſes, and it is juſt and reaſonable that the ſaid Diſputes | 5 
and Accounts ſhould be ſettled with as little Expence, and in 
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as ſhort and eaſy : a Manner as may be, and that the State of 
the Affairs of the ſaid Corporation may be aſcertained, ſettled, 
adjuſtcy and determined, 


May it an pleaſe your ** Excellent MA FES * 3 


That it may be Enacted; And be it Enacted, by the KING's 

. moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That Mark Thurſton, Samuel Burroughs, Anthony Allen, Wil- 
liam Spicer, and Richard Edwards, Eſquires, five of the Maſters 
of the High Court of Chancery, ſhall be, and they are hereby 
conſtituted and appointed Commiſſioners, for taking, ſtating, and 
aſcertaining the Accounts, Claims, and Demands of all Perſons 
- who do not reſide in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
being Creditors of the faid Corporation, and of all Perſons not re- 
ſiding in Scotland, who are any ways intereſted in any of the 
Eſtates or Effects of or belonging to the ſaid Corporation ; and 
alſo for taking, ſtating, and aſcertaining the Claims and De- 
'mands of the faid Corporation, upon all and every Perſon or 
Perſons not reſiding in Scotland, who is or are Debtor or Debt- 
ors, or arcountable to the ſaid Corporation, or to any other 
Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for them, or for their Uſe, and for 
taking and ſtating all Accounts relating to any ſuch Claims or 
Demands; and that any five of the Lords of Sefflon in Scotland, 
to be nominated and choſen by the Court of Seſſion, ſhall be, 
and they are hereby conſtituted and appointed Commiſſioners for 
Rating, taking, and aſcertaining the Accounts, Claims, and De- 
mands of {ſuch of the Creditors of the ſaid Corporation as reſide 
in Scotland, and of all Perſons reſiding in Scotland, who are any 
ways intereſted in any of the Eſtates or Effects of the ſaid Cor- 
poration, and alſo for taking, ſtating, and aſcertaining the Claims 
and Demands of the ſaid Corporation, upon all and every Perſon 
or Perſons reſiding in Scotland, who is or are Debtor or Debtors, 
or accountable to the ſaid Corporation, or to any other Perſon 
or Perſons in Truſt for them, or for their Uſe, and for taking 
and ſtating all Accounts relating to any ſuch Claims or De- 
mands; and that the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, or any 


three or more of them reſpectively, ſhall. have full Power 


and Authority to. ſtate and aſcertain the ſaid Accounts, 
and to hear and determine the Claims and Demand of all and 


every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, and of the ſaid Corporation re- 
| ſpectively, 
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ſpectively, in a ſummary Way; and that ſuch Authority and 
Power of the ſaid Commiſſioners reſpeQively, ſhall continue 
for the Space of ſix Months, to be computed from the fifteenth 
Day of June, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-four, and 
from thence to the the End of the then nexr Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, and no longer. And for the better effecting the Purpoſes 
of this Act, the ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby reſpectively autho- 
rized and required to provide, or cauſe to be provided, on or 
before the twenty-fifth Day of June, One thouſand ſeven hundred 
and thirty-four, a Book or Books, and therein to enter, or cauſe 
to be entered, the reſpective Claims of all the Creditors of the 
ſaid Corporation, who ſhall make any Claims in the Manner 
herein after directed, and the Nature and Quality of the reſpec- 
Qive Debts and Intereſts by ſuch Perſons reſpecti vely claimed; 
and that from and after the ſaid twenty-fifth Day of June, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-four, and until 
the End of the then next Seſſion of Parliament, unleſs 
the Powers and Authorities to the ſaid reſpective Com- 
miſſioners hereby granted and reſerved, ſhall be ſooner exe-- 
cuted and compleated, Attendances ſhall be given daily and 
every Day, or as often as ſhall- be neceſſary, at ſuch conve- 
nient Places within the Cities of London and Edinburgh reſpec- 
tively, as the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, or any three 
or more of them, ſhall reſpectively appoint, for the entering 
ſuch reſpective Claims and Demands; and for that Purpoſe 
the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners are hereby further required 
before the ſaid twenty-fifth Day of une, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty-four, to appoint a proper Place 
within the Cities of London and Edinburgh reſpectively, for 
tranſaQing the Buſineſs and Affairs which they are hereby re- 
ſpectively required and impowered to do, and a proper Officer 
or Officers, not being a Proprietor of the Stock, or Creditor of 
the ſaid Corporation, or having been ſo on the firſt Day of 
3 One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty- three, to enter 
fairly and legibly in Writing, in a Book or Books to be reſpec- 
tively provided for that Purpoſe, all ſuch Claims and Demands 
as ſhall be made and delivered into ſuch reſpective Offices, by 
any ſuch Creditors, or Perſons intereſted as aforeſaid; or by any 
Perſon or Perſons by them authorized, and the Sums of Money 
and Intereſts they reſpeQively claim: And the ſaid Creditors, 
and other Perſons intereſted as aforeſaid, are hereby required, 
on or before the twenty-fifth Day of 4#guff, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty-four, to deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, 
in Writing, fairly and legibly written under the Hands of each 
ſuch Creditor, or Perſon intereſted as aforeſaid, or other Perſon. 
or 
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or Perſons by him, her, or them duly authorized, unto ſuch 
reſpective Officer or Officers, at ſuch Place ſo to be appointed as 
aforeſaid for that Purpoſe, a juſt and true Account of his, her, 
and their reſpective Claims and Demands upon the ſaid Corpora- 
tion, and ſhall deliver to, and leave with, the ſaid Officer or 
Officers hereby reſpectively impowered to receive the ſame, a 
true and exact Copy of ſuch Security and Securities which they 
have in their reſpective Cuſtody or Power by which they 
reſpectively claim; and every Perſon To claiming as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall in his or her Claim reſpectively ſet down and expreſs 
the Name of the Perſon or Perſons from whom ſuch Claimant- 
urchaſed or obtained any Debt, Sum of Money, or other In- 
tereſt ſo to be claimed, and the true Price and Conſideration 
if any) paid and given for the ſame reſpectively, and when, to 
the beſt of his or her Knowledge, Remembrance, or Belief ; 
and ſhall alſo declare in ſuch his or her Claim, whether the 
Debt, Sums of Money, or other Intereſts ſo claimed be in his 
or her own Right, or in Truſt tor any other Perion or Perſons, and 
in that Caſe then todeclare in ſuch his or her Claim, the Name or 
Names of the Perſon or Perſons for whom the lame is in Truſt ; 
And the ſaid reſpective Commiſllioners are hereby further authorized 
and required reſpectively to employ one or more able Accountant or 
Accountants, who by the Examination of the ſaid Claims, and 
the Books of the ſaid Corporation, ſhall caſt up, according to the 
beſt of his or their Skill and Knowledge, what Sum or Sums of 
Money is or are due to the {ſaid Creditors of the ſaid Corpora- 
tion reſpectively, making ſuch reſpective Claims, and all Arrears 
of Intereſt due thereupon to ſuch Creditors reſpectively until the 
twenty ⸗ fifth Day of June One thouſand {even hundred and thirty- 
four. And the ſaid Accountant or Accountants employed 
by the ſaid Commiſſioners for England, ſhall alſo ac- 
cording to the | beſt of his or their Skill or Knowledge, 
draw out an Account of what Sum or Sums of Money 
are due and owing to the ſaid Corporation, or to any other Perſon 
or Perſons in; Truſt for them, or for their Uſe, from their re- 
ſpeRive Debtors, and ſuch other Perſons as are or ought to be ac- 
countable to the ſaid Corporation, or to any other Perſon or 
Perſons! in, Truſt for the Corporation, or for their Uſe ; which 
Account or Accounts ſo made up, ſhall be ſigned by ſuch Ac- 
countant or Accountants reſpectively, who ſhall make up the 
ſame, and ſhall be delivered in to the ſaid Commiſſioners for 
England, by the faid Accountant or Accountants on Oath; and an 
authentick Copy thereof, ſigned by the ſaid Commiſſioners for 
England, or any three of them, ſhall be tranſmitted by them to 
the Commiſſioners hereby appointed for Scotland. PANTS 
And 
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And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
all ſuch Claims for Infants ſhall or may be made by their Fathers 
or Guardians, or any other Perſon in their Behalf ; and all ſach 
Claims for Femes Covert by their Husbands ; and all ſuch Claims 
for Madmen, Idcots, or Lunaticks, by ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
under whoſe Care or Cuſtody they are or ſhall be at the time of 
entering ſuch Claims, and all Claims for Perſons reſiding 'in Parts 
beyond the Seas by their Factors or Agents in Great Britain; 
all which Claims ſhall be made and entered in ſuch Manner as 
directed by this Act. II: | 


And, for the more regular and effectual ſtating, adjuſting, and 
determining ſuch Accounts, Claims and Demands as aforeſaid, 
and putting this Act in Execution, It is hereby further Enacted, 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Governor, Aſſiſtants, Ac- 
countants, Caſhier, Secretary, Clerks, and all other Officers, 
Agents, and Servants of the ſaid Corporation, by what Name 
or Names ſoever they or any of them are or may be called of 
diſtinguiſhed, and all and: every other Perſon or Perſons what- 
ſoever, whom the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, or any three ot 
more of them reſpectively ſhall think fit to examine, in order to 
the due Execution of the Powers granted by this Act, are here- 
by ftrialy enjoined and required to attend the ſaid Commiſſioners 
reſpectively from time to time, at ſuch Times and Places as the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, by Summons under the Hands of three or more 
of them reſpeQively, ſhall require, direct or appoint, and to give 

| ſuch Information upon Oath, if required by the ſald reſpective 
Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them reſpeRively, or upon 
ſolemn Affirmation, if the Perſon giving Information be a Quaker, 
touching the Claims, Demands, and Accounts, and fuch other 
Matters and Things as they ſhall be examined about, and that 
ſhall be enquired of by the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, or any 
three or more of them reſpectively, touching ſach Claims as ſhall 
be ſo made, or concerning or relating to the Affairs of the ſaid 
Corporation, or the Management thereot; And the faid reſpec- 
tive Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them reſpectiwely 
are hereby authorized to ſit from time to time in ſuch Place 
within the Cities of London and Edinburgh reſpectively, as they 
ſhall reſpectively think fit, with or without Adjournment, and to 
ſend their Precept or Precepts for any Perſon ot Perſons what 
ſoever, and alſo for all Books, Papers, Writings or Records as 
they ſhall judge neceſſary for their Information, relating to the 
faid Accounts, Claims, and Demands, and other Matters and 
Things in this Act mentioned and contained; and to adminiſtet 
an Oath or Oaths, or the ſolemn Affirmation to any Perſon ot 

a | | 3 E Perſons 
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Perſons being Quakers, for the better Diſcovery of the Truth 
of the Fact concerning which ſuch Enquiry ſhall be made, and 
the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them 
reſpectively are hereby authorized to employ ſuch Clerks, Meſ- 
ſengers, and other Officers as they ſhall think meet, and alſo to 
adminiſter to every Accountant, Clerk, Meſlenger, and Officer by 
them reſpectively to be employed, an Oath for the true and 
faithful Performance and Execution of the Truſt in them ſeve. 
rally repoſed, without taking any thing for ſuch their Service, 
other than ſuch Salary and Reward as the ſaid reſpective Commiſ- 
ſioners hereby conſtituted and appointed, or any three or more of 
them reſpectively ſhall order, direct or appoint in that Bebalf. 


And it is hereby further Enacted, That any two of the aid 
Commiſſioners hereby appointed for England, before they enter 
upon the Execution of this Act, ſhall take an Oath before the 
Maſter of the Rolls, or Lord Chief Baron of his Majeſty's 

Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter, for the time being, which 
either of them is hereby authorized and required to adminiſter 
unto them the ſaid two Commiſſioners, the Tenor whereof 


ſhall be as ens ; (that 1 is to lay): 1 


I A. B. do + Ju That 1 will r to the bef of my Shi 

and Knowledge faithfully, impartially, and trulyi execute the 
T Truſts, Powers and Authorities veſted and repoſed in me\ in and 
by an, Act. of Parliament intituled, An Act for Stating and De- 
termining the Accounts and Demands depending between the 
Corporation of the Governor and Company of Undertakers for 
Raiſing the Thames Mater in Tork-Buildings, and their Credi- 


tors and Danes, — 


8 help me GOD. 


And every. other of the aid Commiliunees i in this AQ named 
for England, before he enter upon the Execution of the ſaid AQ, 
ſhall likewiſe take the ſame. Oath before the ſaid two Commiſ- 
ſioners, who are hereby authorized to adminiſter the ſame to 
them, after they ſnall themſelves have taken the ſaid Oath as 
aforeſaid; and if any of the Commiſſioners for England ſhall 
preſume to act in any of the Truſts intended to be to them 
committed by this Act, before he ſhall have taken the Oaths 
by this Act appointed, and in Manner herein preſcribed, he or 
they ſhall forfeit to his Majeſty the Sum of Five hundred 
pounds, to be recovered in any of his Majeſty's Courts of 
Record at Weſtminſter, by Action of Debt, or of the Caſe, Bill, 
Plaint, or Information, wherein no Effoign, protection, or 
Wager * Law, or more than one Imparlance ſhall be allowed. 
And 
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And it is hereby further Enacted, by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, ' or any three or 
more of them reſpectively, are hereby empowered and required 
in a ſummary Way to enquire and inform themſelves, by and 
upon the Teſtimony of Witneſſes, upon Oath or ſolemn Affir- 
mation as aforeſaid, or the Examination upon Oath or ſolemn 
Affirmation of the Parties intereſted, or by the Inſpection and 
Examination of Deeds, Writings and Records, or otherwiſe, 
according to their Diſcretion, of all the Claims and Demands 
of the Creditors of the ſaid Corporation, and what Perſon 
or Perſons is or are the true and real Owners of the Debts 
ſo claimed, or in any wile intereſted therein, and of all the 
Claims and Demands of the ſaid Corporation, or any other 
Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for them, or for their Uſe, on all 
and every Perſon or Perſons who is or are a Debtor or Debtors, 
or accountable to the ſaid Corporation, or to any other Perſon 
or Perſons in Truſt for, or for the Uſe bf the ſaid Corporation, 
and which by this Act are reſpectively directed to be ſettled and 
aſcertained by the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners; All which 
Claims and Demands of the ſaid Corporation ſhall be likewiſe 
made in Writing, and ſigned by the Accountant or Accountants 
of the ſaid Corporation, and ſhall be reſpectively entered in ſuch 
Book or Books as aforeſaid ; and the ſaid reſpective Commiſ- 
ſioners, or any three or more of them reſpectively ſhall ſettle, 
adjuſt, aſcertain and determine all and every ſuch Claims as ſhall 
be ſo made before them reſpectively, in ſuch Manner as to the 
ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, or any three or mere of them 
reſpectively, after due Conſideration of the Matter of ſuch re- 
ſpective Claims, and hearing what can be alledged to make out 
the ſame, ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſonable ; and every ſuch Adju- 
dication or Determination of the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, 
or any three or more of them reſpectively, ſhall be regiſtered 


or entered at Length in a Book or Books to be reſpectively pro- 


vided for that Purpoſe, 


And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and 
every Perſon and Perſons who in any Examination directed to 


be taken by this Act, ſnall give falſe Evidence or Information 


upon Oath or ſolemn Affirmation as aforeſaid, before the reſpe- 


ctive Commiſſioners hereby appointed, or any three or more of 
them reſpectively, being thereof legally convicted, ſhall be 
ſubject and liable to all the Pains and Penalties which any 
Perſon or Perſons can or may by the Laws or Statutes of this 
Realm be ſubject or liable to, for wilful and corrupt Perjury. 


and 


4 


4 


* 
* 


(8) 

And it is hereby further Enacted, That no Perſon or Per- 
ſons whatſoever, other than and except the Annuitants of the 
ſaid Corporation, ſhall be deemed or taken to be a Creditor of 
the ſaid Corporation, for any greater Sum than the Value of 
what ſhall be proved, or appear to the Satisfaction of the ſaid 
reſpective Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them reſpe- 
Qively, to have been really and bona fide paid, in Money or 
otherwiſe, by the Perſon or Perſons claiming the ſame, his or 
their Teſtator or Inteſtate, as the Conſideration for the Purchaſe 
of the ſaid Debt or Sum ſo claimed, by ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
reſpectively, or to have been really and bona fide paid, lent or 
advanced in Money or otherwiſe to the Company, on the Credit 
or Security thereof, at the Election of the Creditor or Creditors 
claiming the ſame, with Intereſt for ſuch of the ſaid Debts as 
carry or are intitled to Intereſt. | 


And it is hereby further Enacted, by the Authority afore- 
faid, That in caſe any Perſon or Perſons ſummoned to appear 
before the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, ſhall negle@ or refuſe 
to appear and be examined, touching any of the Matters and 
Things by this Act directed to be inquired into, or ſhall refuſe 
to anſwer, or ſhall not tully anſwer, to the Satisfaction of the 
Commiſſioners preſent at the Time of ſuch Examination, or any 
three or more of them, all Queſtions put to him, her, or them, 
as well by Word of Mouth as by Iaterrogatorics in Writing, it 
ſhall. and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Commilſlioners, or 
any three or more of them, by Warrant under their Hands and 
Seals, to commit him, her, or them, to ſuch Priſon as the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them, ſhall think fit, 
there to remain without Bail or Mainprize, until ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall ſubmit him, her, or themſelves to the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſioners, and ſhall full Anſwer make, to the Satisfaction of the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them, to all ſuch 
Queſtions as ſhall be put to him, her, or them, as aforeſaid, 
according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act. OY 


Pꝛovided always, That in caſe any Perſon or Perſons ſhall 
be committed by the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three or more 
of them, for refuſing to anſwer, or not fully anſwering any 
Queſtion or Queſtions put to him, her, or them by the ſaid 
- Commiſſioners, or any three or more of them, by Word of 
' Mouth, or on Interrogatories, the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall in 
their Warrant of Commitment ſpecify ſuch Queſtion or Queſtions. 


; 4 5 
And 
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And whereas. Differences and Diſputes may ariſe, touching the 
faid Accounts, Claims, Demands, and Intereſt, and concerning the 
aſcertaining and determining the ſame by the ſaid reſpeQive_ 
Commiſſioners; Be it therefoze Enacted, by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the Juſtices of the Court of King's-Bench and Common- 


Pleas, and the Barons of the Coif of his Majeſty's Court of Ex- 


chequer, for the Time being, or any three or more of them 
ſitting at the ſame Time and Place, and not otherwiſe, ſhall' 
and are hereby authorized from Time to Time to hear 
and determine all Differences, Diſputes, or Controverſies, 
touching or concerning any Claims or Demands, which, pur- 
ſuant to the Direction of this Act, ſhall be claimed before the 
Commiſſioners hereby appointed for England; and which cannot 
be liquidated or adjuſted between the ſaid Commiſſioners for 
England and the reſpective Claimants or Debtors; within the 
Time herein before limited in that Behalf ; and that the ſaid 
Juſtices and'Barons, or any three or more of them, from Time 
ro Time, with or without Adjournment, ſummarily, ſhall and 
may, upon the Teſtimony of Witneſſes upon Oath, or folemn 
Affirmation, as aforeſaid, or Examination of Parties intereſted, 

or by all or any of the ſaid Ways and Means, or otherwiſe, pro- 
cced to the Hearing and Determining' of every or any ſuch Dif- 
ferences or Diſputes ; and that the definitive Order of the ſaid 
Juſtices and Barons or any three or more of them, as afore- 
ſaid, therein, ſhall be final, from which there ſhall be no Appeal 
or Review, nor ſhall any Writ of Error, or Certiorari, lie for 
Removal or Reverſal of the ſame; and alſo that the ſaid Juſtices 
and Barons or any three or more of them, upon a Com- 
plaint to be made by, or for any ſuch Claimant, Creditor, 
Debtor, or Perſon accaunting, touching or concerning any of 
the ſaid Claims, Accounts or Demands by this Act appointed to 
be ſtated by the Commiſſioners hereby appointed for England, 
(fo as ſach Complaint be made within twenty Days after any 
Determination of the ſaid Commiſſioners) ſhall iſſue out Notes 
or Warrants under their Hands, or the Hands of any two or more 
of them, thereby warning the ſaid Commiſſioners for England, 
or any one or more of them, to appear before them at ſuch. 
Time and Place as in ſuch Note or Notes ſhall be ſpecified, 

touching ſuch Complaint; and upon Appearance of the Com- 
miſſioner or Commiſſioners ſo ſummoned, or upon Default of 
Appearance, and Oath made of due Notice given or left at their 
publick Office, which Oath the ſaid Juſtices and Barons, or any 
three or more of them, are hereby impowered to adminiſter, the 
faid Juſtices and Barons or any three or more of them, may 
proceed to make ſuch final and definitive Order as * 

C 4 


n 
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and every ſuch final and definitive Order ſhall conclude and bind 
all the Parties thereunto, notwithſtanding any Coverture, In- 
fancy, Non-ſanity of Memory, Abſence beyond Sea, or other 
Diſabilities in any Perſon or Perſons. concerned therein. And 
that the Lords of the Seſſion in Scotland, for the Time being, or 
any nine.or more of them ſitting at the ſame Time and Place, 
and not otherwiſe, ſhall and are hereby authorized from time to 
time to hear and determine all Differences, Diſputes or Contro- 
verſies touching or concerning any Claims or Demands, which, 
purſuant to the Directions of this Act, ſhall be claimed before 
the Commiſſioners hereby appointed for Scotland; and which 
cannot be liquidated or adjuſted between the ſaid Commiſſioners 
for Scotland, and the reſpective Claimants or Debtors, within 
the Time herein before limited in that Behalf; And the ſaid. 


Lords of Seſſion or any nine or more of them from time to time 


with or without Adjournment, ſummarily ſhall and may, upon 
the Teſtimony of Witneſſes upon Oath or ſolemn Affirmation as 
aforeſaid, or Examination of the Parties intereſted, or by all or any 
of the ſaid Ways or Means, or otherwile, proceed to the Hearing 
and Determining of every or any ſuch Differences or Diſputes; 
and that the definitive Order of the ſaid Lords of Seſſion or any 
nine or more of them as aſoreſaid, therein, ſhall be final, from 
which there ſhall be no Appeal; and alſo that the ſaid Lords 
of Seſſion, upon a Complaint to be made by or for any tuch 
Claimant, Creditor, Debtor, or Perſon accounting, touching 
or concerning any of the ſaid Claims or Demands hereby 
appointed to be ſtated by the ſaid Commiſſioners appointed 
for Scotland, (fo as ſuch Complaint be within thirty Days after 
any Determination of the ſaid Commiſſioners, entered with one 
of the Principal Clerks of Seſſion, who are hereby reſpectively 
required to receive and record the ſame in a Book to be kept for 
that Purpoſe) ſhall iſſue out Notes or Warrants under their Hands, 
or the Hands of any two or more of them, thereby warning the 
proper Parties or their reſpective Agents, to appear before them 
at ſuch Time and Place as in ſuch Note or Notes ſhall be ſpecified 


touching ſuch Complaint 3 and upon Appearance of the Perſons 


ſummoned, or upon Default of Appearance, and Qath made of 
due Service of ſuch Summons, the ſaid Lords of Seſſion or any 
nine or more of them, may proceed to make ſach final and de · 
finitive Order as aforeſaid; and every ſuch final and definitive 
Order ſhall: conclude and bind all the Parties thereunto, notwith- 
ſtanding any Coverture, Infancy, Non-ſanity of Memory, Abſence 


beyond Sea, or other Diſabilities in any Perſon or Perſons con- 


cerned therein. 
TY Pꝛobided 
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P2ovided allo, and it is bereby Enacted, That in caſe the 
laid Corporation ſhall think themſelves aggrieved by any Sen- 
tence or Determination of the ſaid reſpective Commiſlioners 
hereby appointed for Eng/and and Scotland reſpectively, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the ſaid Corporation to appeal from 
ſuch Sentence or Determination, to the ſaid Juſtices and Barons 
or the Lords of Seſſion reſpectively, in ſuch Manner and 
Form as any of the Claimants, Creditors, or Debtors of the 
Laid Corporation are hereby before enabled to do. | 


And be it further Enacted, by thi Authority aforeſaid, That 
the ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners, or any three or more of 
them reſpectively, and the {aid juſtices and Barons, or any three 
or more of them, and the ſaid Lords of Seſſion, or any nine 
or more of them, for the Matters, and according to their 
reſpective Powers relating to the ſaid Claims, Accounts, and 
Demands, ſhall. be, and ſhall be taken to be Courts of Record 
reſpectively; and that the Judgments and Determinations which 
ſhall be ſcverally and reſpettively made therein, by the Authority 
of this Act, ſhall be recorded in Books of Parchment, to be 
reſpectively provided and kept for that Purpoſe, and that every 
ſuch Judgment and Determination by the ſaid reſpective Com- 
miſſioners, or any three of them reſpectively, or the. Juſtices and 
Barons, or any three or more of them, or the ſaid Lords of 
Seſſion, or any nine or more of them reſpeRively, ſhall be te- 
ſpectively ſigned by three or more of the. ſaid reſpective Com- 
miſſioners, or three ot more of the ſaid Juſtices and Barons, or 
nine or more of the ſaid Lords of Seſſion; which Books of Re- 
cord ſhall remain in. ſome certain Place or Places to be appointed 
by the ſaid reſpective Commiſhoners, or any three or more of 
them reſpectively, and the ſaid Juſtices and Barons, or any three 
or more of them, and the ſaid Lords of Seſſion, or any nine 
or more of them reſpectively, and be perpetual ſtanding Records; 
and all Perſons concerned, or to be concerned, may repair to 
view the ſame, and thereout to take Copies of all ſuch Judg- 
ments and Determinatians as ſhall relate to him, her or them; 
and that none of the ſaid Juſtices or Barons, or Lords of 

Seſſion, ſhall take any Fee or Reward whatſoever, directly or 
indircth, - tor any thing to be done by them by Virtue or 
Colour of this Act, touching the ſaid ene Accounts and 
nee ee Rs ey ent 


And it is hereby further Enacted, That all Sales, N 
Aſſignments of any Debts or Sums of Money due from 
the _ Corporation, made after the twelfth Day of January, 


One 


(ua) 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty. three, and before 
ſuch Debts, Sums of Money, and Intereſts reſpectively, ſhall 
be adjuſted, ſettled, aſcertained and determined, purſuant to the 
Directions of this Act, ſhall be deemed and adjudged to be, 
and are hereby declared to be void; and alſo that all Actions, 
Suits, Diligences, and Proceſs whatſoever, as well in England as 
in Scotland, which have been commenced and are now de- 
pending, or which ſhall be commenced, carried on, or 
proſecuted by. any Perſon or Perſons, for the Recovery of any 
Debt or Sum of Money, or other Demand, due or pretended 
to be due from the ſaid Corporation, or from any Perſon or 
Perſons who ſtand any way bound or engaged for the ſame for 
the ſaid Corporation only, and all Proceedings, as well before as 
after Judgment, in any ſuch Diligence, Action or Suit, ſhall 
be ſtayed for the Space of ſix Months, to be computed from 
the firſt Day of May, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty= 
four, and until the End of the then next Seſſion of Parliament. 
And it is hereby Declared, That no Part of the ſaid Tim 

during which Suits and Proceſs are hereby ſtaid, ſhall be eſteem ed 
or accounted as any Part of the Time within which any Perſon 
or Perſons, by Virtue of the Statutes for Limitation of Actions, 
ought to bring or commence his, her, or their Action or Suit, 
or within which any Creditor or Perſon claiming Intereſt as afore- 
aid by the Law or Uſage of Scotland, ought to do Diligence, 
but that the ſame ſhall be diſcounted from all Preſcriptions, Le- 
gals of Adjudications, and limited Times within which Diligence 
is required to be done by the Law of Scotland; and that no 
Creditor or other Perſon claiming Intereſt as aforeſaid, who 
'Hath already done Diligence in Scotland, by Adjudication or 
otherwiſe, ſhall have any Preference by or through the run- 
ning of the ſaid Time, and that no other Creditor or Perſon 
claiming Intereſt as aforeſaid, ſhall be in any manner hurt or 
; prejudiced by his not doing Diligence within the ſaid _ of 


Time. 


- Brovided alſo, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall ex- 
tend, or be conſtrued to extend, to give the ſaid reſpective 
. Gen een, or the ſaid Juſtices or Barons, or the ſaid Lords 
of Seſſion, or their reſpective Quorums, Power or Authority 
to vacate or vary any Claims or Demands which have been 
already examined, proved and decreed in due Courſe of Law, by 
the Lords of Council and Seſſion in Scotland, or to alter, take >. 
away, give or determine the Preference of the Rights or Di- 
ligences he ſaid Creditors, or other Perſons intereſted 
among themſel ves, or with reſpe& to one another, or m_ 
them, 


(tz) 


them, or any of them, Power to vacate or eſtabliſh any Leaſe or 
Leaſes granted by or to the ſaid Corporation, of any Lands, 
Fiſhings, Mines, Collieries, or other Eſtates whatſoever, or 
concerning which Claims ſhall be made and entered as by this 
Act is directe d, any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. | | | a 


Pꝛopided always, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall ex- 
tend, or be deemed or conſtrued to extend to the Annuitants for 
Life or Lives, whoſe Annuity or Annuities are iſſuing out of, or 
charged or chargeable upon any of the Eſtates purchaſed by the ſaid 
Corporation; ſave that he, ſhe, or they ſha!l claim in Writin 

his, her, or their reſpective Annuity or Annuities, and make Proof 
that the Nominee or Nominees, for whoſe Life ot Lives their An- 
nuities were granted, were living upon the twenty fifth Day of 
March, which ſhall be in the Year of our Lord One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty - four; but that ſuch Annuitant or Annui- 
tants, his, her, or their Truſtees, Agents, or Factors ſhall and 
may receive the Rents, Arrears of Rents, Iſſues and Profits of all 
or any of the ſaid Eſtates, and pay and apply the ſame according to 
the ſaid Company's Covenants and Agreements with their ſaid 
Annuitants, and do every other Act, Matter, and Thing in the 
ſame manner as if this Act had never been made, any Thing 
herein contained tp the contrary not w ithſtanding. | 


Pꝛovided always, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall pre- 
clude, defeat, poſtpone, or interrupt any Right or Power of En- 
try. or Diſtreſs, or any other Right or Remedy; either in Law or 
Equity, which Sir Alexander Murray of Stanhope, Baronet, and 
his Aſſigns, and the Leſſors of the Mines in Scotland, or any Pers 
ſon or Perſons claming under him or them, have and enjoy, fot 
receiving and recovering the Rents, and Arrears of Rents, due and 
to grow due from the ſaid Corporation, by Virtue of any Leale or 
Contract made to or with the ſaid Corporation, of or concerning 
the ſaid Mines, or to hinder any other Perſon or Perſons claiming 


Right to the ſaid Mines, from proſecuting the ſame. 
- Provived always, and it is hereby further Enacted, by the 


Authority aforeſaid, that the ſaid Corporation, or the Governor, 
or Aſſiſtants thereof, ſhall not, during the Time for which Suits 
and Proceſs are hereby ſtay d, alienate, convey away, charge, ot 
incumber any of their Eſtates, either in England or Scotland: Aud 
that all Alienations, Conveyances, Charges, and lacambrances 
to be made by them during the Time aforeſaid, ſhall be null and 
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And whereas many of the Books, Papers, Writings, and 
Records of or belonging to the ſaid Corporation, are now in 
that Part of Great Britain called England, and others of them 
are now in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland; And in- 
almuch as it may be thought neceſſary for the ſaid Commiſſioners 
hereby appointed to act in England, and alſo for the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners hereby appointed to act in Scotland, to have Reſort 
to the ſame, for the better enabling them to ſtate and determine 
the Accounts, Claims, and Demands aforeſaid ; Fo2 Pꝛebenting 
therefoze the Delays, Inconveuiencies, and Expence, which would 
unavoidably happen if the ſaid original Books, Papers, Writings, 
and Records were to be tranſmitted from time to time from 
England to Scotland, and from Scotland to England, as the ſame 
may be wanted for the Inſpection of the ſaid Commiſſioners 
reſpectively, It is hereby further P2ovided, Declared, and 
Enacted, That true Copies or Tranſcripts of any of the ſaid 
Papers, Writings, or Records, or of any Entry or Entries in any 
of the {aid Books of or belonging to the ſaid Corporation, to be 
atteſted on Oath by the Perſon who ſhall have examined the 
ſame, before three or more of the ſaid Commiſſioners, and to 
be by ſuch Commiſſioners reſpectively tranſmitted from time to 
time to each other, as Occaſion ſhall require, with their Certi- 
ficate of ſuch Atteſtation made before them as aforeſaid, ſhall 
be and be taken to be of the ſame Force and Effect, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, in all Matters relating to the Execution of this 
Act, as the ſaid original Books, Papers, Writings, or Records 
from which ſuch Copies or Tranſcripts ſhall be made, could or 
might have been if the ſame had been produced before the 
ſaid Commiſſioners to whom ſuch Copies or r Tranſcripts ſhall 
be tranſmitted as aforeſaid. 


And it is hereby further Enacted, by -the Autberity RY 
ſaid, That each and every of the Commiſſioners herein before 


named for executing the Purpoſes of this Act in England, ſhall, 
for his Labour, Pains and Service, when he hath put in Exe- 
cution and compleated the ſeveral Truſts and Authorities hereby 
in him veſted and repoſed, have and receive to his own Uſe, 
the Sum of Two hundred Pounds, which ſeveral Sums of Two 
hundred Pounds, and alſo all ſuch further Sum or Sums of 
Money for the Labour, Pains and Service of ſuch inferior Of- 
ficers, to be. appointed as aforeſaid, and for incident Charges, 
as ſhall be adjudged reaſonable and neceffary by the {aid Com- 
miſſioners for England and Scotland reſpectively or any three 
or more of them, 110 ſignified by a Warrant or Precept under 
their Hands and Seals, ſhall be iſſued and paid, in the firſt 


Place, out of the 7; Caſh, or Effects of the ſaid Corpo- 
ration; 


ration; and ſuch Salary or Salaries reſpectively, ſhall not be 
ſubject or liable to any Deduction for or in reſpect of any 


Taxes aſſeſſed or to be impoſed by any preſent or ſubſequent 
Act of Parliament. 


And it is hereby further Enacted, by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That all and every Debt, or Intereſt, due or belonging 


to any Perſon or Perſons, from or in the ſaid Corporation, or 

out of, or from all or any of the Eftate or Eſtates of the 

ſaid Corporation, for which no Claim ſhall be deliyered 

and entred in Manner and within the Time limited by this 

Act, ſhall be and is hereby declared to be void and of no 
Effect, to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. 


Pꝛovided always, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall 
be conſtrued or extend to prejudice or defeat any Debt due to 
his Majeſty, or to the Publick, from the ſaid Corporation, on 
account of all or any of the forfeited Eſtates, purchaſed by 
the ſaid Corporation; but that the ſaid Corporation and their 
Eſtates and Effects ſhall remain and continue ſubje& and 
liable to be extended, ſeized and fold for the Payment of 
ſuch Debt, in the ſame Manner as if this Act had never 
been made; any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. 8 


And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
ſaid reſpective Commiſſioners hereby appointed for England and 
Sgotland, ſhall, and they are hereby required reſpectively to de- 
liver into each Houſe of Parliament, within twenty-one Days 
after the opening of the next Seſſion, a particular and diftin& 
Account in Writing of the Effects of their Doings and Proceed- 
ings in the Execution of the Truſt hereby repoſed in them. 


And be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
the Entries and Copies of the Proceedings of the ſaid reſpective 
Commiſſiotiers, of of the Juſtices of the King - Bench, Cummon- 
Plea, and Barons of the Exchequer, or the Lords of Seſſion, to 
whom reſpectively the Appeals are hereby directed to be made, 
or any of them, ſhall not be ſubject or liable to any of the Stamp 
Puties; any Law or Statute to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That this 
Acc ſhall be deemed and taken to be a Publick Act, of which all 
Judges and Juſtices are to take Notice; and if any Action ſhall 
be brought againſt any Perſon for what he ſhall do in Pur- 
ſuance of this AQ, ſuch Perſon ſhall and may plead the 
General Iſſue, and give this Act, and the Special Matter in 
Evidence. en | | 
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